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REPLY ON BEHALF OF THE DISTRICT MAGISTRATE, BARABANKI
ALONG WITH AFFIDAVIT

MOST RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH:-

1. I, Shashank Tripathi, son of Srinarayan Tripathi aged about 34 years,
AR f)resently posted as District Magistrate, Barabanki, Uttar Pradesh, do

N
h.

%g

abgn !Ss hereby solemnly affirm and state as under:

2. The present affidavit is being filed in compliance with the directions

of this Hon’ble Tribunal contained in its order dated 21.05.2025 in

O.A. No. 249/2025.

3. In the said matter, the grievance of the Applicant relates to alleged
encroachments and construction activities on wetlands/waterbodies
situated in various parts of District Barabanki.

4. This Hon'ble Tribunal was pleased to issue notice and direct the

]

6 T :'«};) Ristrict Magistrate, Barabanki, along with other respondents, to place

9&
F/AN
,m,mul (umer' }mgr‘*éﬁn record their response by way of affidavit regarding the present

I\ = {3?5;5"3;;;‘5;5’/ thtls of the wetlands mentioned in the O.A. order
& Ren.No. 04

\g}cﬁfi_%\}w lands Mentioned in the Proceedings:-As per the record
'-,g/w%aced before ~ this Honble  Tribunal, the  following

wetlands/waterbodies were specifically referred to:
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- Location — | Name of Area (in

(Tehsil) Wetland | hectares)
1 Fatehpur Bhaghar 74.124
2 Haidergarh Chakaura 41.754
3 Ramnagar Vangaon 36.840
4 Haidergarh Bhitri 24.254
9 Deva Bainatikahar 23.675
6 Barabanki Kamrava 29.880
7 Ramsanehi Ghat | Saraibarai 18.198
8 Fatehpur Natkauli 10.726
9 Ramnagar Khudmau 7.447
10 Harkh Saddullahpur 4.875
11 Deva Salarpur 40.170
12 Ramsanehi Ghat Sarahi 17.591

6. That in compliance with the directions of the Hon'ble Tribunal, the
District Administration. undertook a detailed verification exercise
which included examination of revenue records such as Khatauni,
Khasra, and Nakal extracts to verify the classification of land as pond,
jheel, or river; on-site inspections by revenue officials and field staff
supplemented by photographic evidence; and inputs from the Forest

Department and Tourism Department wherever developmental

@%Awqmﬁés were reported. Further, in accordance with the Wetlands

%ahsiivSadéGOnservation and Management) Rules, 2017, which establish

B2_9“55{"‘%&5'")-"%’candards for identifying, classifying, and managing wetlands to

ﬁ.“ffﬁﬁmipr\gtect their ecological integrity, the District Magistrate, Barabanki,
""'“"f_"‘.‘; AT _

P 4

A ,f'“"”‘\t‘;‘f}'*éfder dated 17/09/2025, constituted joint inspection committees
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\\(}?-T‘_ g;)f’léub—Divisional Magistrate (concerned Tehsil)
"= .-~ “b) Block Development Officer (concerned development block)
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c) District Forest Officer (Forest Range).



These committees reviewe§ gﬁcial revenue and survey records,
conducted detailed field inspections with photographic documentation
of each identified wetland, and functioned under the supervision of
the District Magistrate or his authorised officers. This process is fully
consistent with the Rules” mandate that State authorities identify and
regulate wetlands through coordinated surveys and reporting. A true
copy of the order dated 17/09/2025 passed by the District
Magistrate, Barabanki, is annexed herewith and marked as
Annexure P/1

7. The findings of the Committees are summarized below, organized by

location:

A. Wetlands where no encroachment or permanent
construction is found neither on wetland nor in the

vicinity

i. Wetlands at Khudmau, Chakaura (Akohari), Vanganwa,
Saraahi, Natkauli, Saddullahpur, Salarpur, Kamrava, and
Bainatikahar are classified in revenue records as pond/jheel
(dTeie/3iie) and there is no encroachment in the
vicinity/catchment area of the said wetland.

li. Physical inspection confirmed no encroachment,
unauthorized construction, concretization, or interlocking
tiles in submerged areas.

O-jl- 2‘&; ﬁ '. All these water bodies retain their natural form and
| a"iﬁ!’ Sadel  acological character.

Bar'r3 ’“‘L‘S .
2--% _jv. Sarahi and Saraibarai wetlands are interlinked and

/ 1 R \\ situated adjacent to each other.
=57 Singh
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\ Khudmau wetland: No permanent construction or
m:gmw S y encroachment; submerged areas intact; no cemented roads,
\@\m f.?'@“’?;,lgr embankments, or seating; remains undisturbed.
‘W/vi. Chakoran (Akohari) wetland: No permanent structures
or modifications; noted as seasonal (shrinks in dry season

naturally, not due to encroachment). . \V
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Vanganwa wetlaaQ No unauthorized construction or
encroachment; embankments conform to revenue records;
no illegal occupation.

Sarnahi and Saraibarai lakes: No illegal occupation or
alteration; variations in water level are natural;
embankments and surroundings as per sanctioned
boundaries.

Naktoli wetland: No permanent construction or
occupation; no cemented roadways, embankments, or
seating; original character preserved.

Sandullapur wetland: No permanent constructions or
encroachments; boundaries and lake bed remain intact.
Salanpur wetland: No unauthorized development or
encroachment; floodplain conforms to official demarcation.
Kamranwan wetland: No illegal structures; embankments
and inundation area free from construction; matches
designated wetland limits.

Bainatikarhar wetland: No unauthorized occupation or
alteration; area matches government records; unaffected by
illegal activity.

Bhitri Wetland: Revenue records (Khatauni/Khasra)

contain no separate entry as pond/jheel.

Bhaghar Wetland
I. Revenue records:
e Gata No. 508 (36.282 ha), village Kartariapur,
Tehsil Ramnagar — recorded as “river land.”
e Gata No. 217 (26.327 ha), village Raindharmau,
Tehsil Ramnagar — also recorded as “river land.”
Together these parcels form the wetland locally known
as Bhaghar Jheel.
Current status: Exists as a ‘riverine stretch; no
encroachment or construction.
Additional land: Gata No. 163 (5.476 ha), village Mukouli
— recorded in the name of Shri Chandrabhagwan

Mandir Rhanhar | al Mandir Millknuli (ralininiie  triict



property) and gegutiﬁcation in regard with tourism-
related works (walkways, landscaping, basic amenities)
carried out by Tourism and Forest Departments under
Government Order dated 07.12.2023.

v. Works are confined to the riverbank and do not alter the

ecological character of the wetland.

True copies of on-site inspection records are attached

herewith and marked as Annexure P/2

8. The aforesaid on-site inspections concluded that all sites are in due
compliance with the Wetlands (Conservation and Management)
Rules, 2017 '

I. All inspected wetlands remain free from reclamation,
encroachment, or construction, thereby complying with Rule
4(2)(i), which prohibits conversion for non-wetland uses and
encroachment of any kind.

ii. The process of identification, survey, and documentation
through joint inspection committees involving Revenue, Forest,
Irrigation, Pollution Control Board, and other departments
fulfills the procedural requirements under Rule 5, ensuring that
wetlands are properly identified and mapped.

lii. Activities observed, such as seasonal use of Bhitri and eco-
tourism works near Bhaghar Jheel, are consistent with the
principle of wise use under Rule 7, as they do not alter the

‘> ecological character of the wetlands and are confined to

N;OE - “,;Z;:_ permissible areas

9. Preventive and Protective Measures Taken:-The District

Administration has issued strict instructions to all Sub-Divisional

8;_ 1&) takes place within the notified or identified wetlands.
o'//Any attempt at encroachment is immediately reported and
action under relevant provisions of the U.P. Revenue Code,

2006 and environmental laws is |n|t|ated.



e Regular inspections ag%eing scheduled in coordination with
the Forest Department and the Police to monitor sensitive
wetlands.

* Awareness has been created at the village level through Gram
Pradhans and Panchayats regarding prohibition of dumping,
filling, or construction within wetland areas.

e In case of Bhaghar wetland, where developmental works are
ongoing, the departments concerned have been reminded that
works must remain limited to beautification and cannot
interfere with the natural water regime.

10. The District Administration remains fully committed to protecting and
preserving wetlands, in compliance with the Wetlands (Conservation
and Management) Rules, 2017, and directions of this Hon'ble

Tribunal.
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who hass i DEPDNENT
E:fore me

VERIFICATION

I, the deponent above-named, do hereby verify‘that the contents of
paragraphs 1 to 10 are true and correct to my knowledge and belief. No
part of this affidavit is false, and nothing material has been concealed

therefrom.

Verified at Barabanki on this 24" day of September, 2025.

DEPQNENT

Date:24/09/2025 THROUGH
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Place: New Delhi
Priyanka swami

Advocate
Standing Counsel For State Of U.P
F-13, Jangpura, New Delhi 110014
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